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SPRING IS COMING  -  GET YOUR WHEELS READY 

 Country Roads Cyclists like to bike.  We promote the fun of bicycling through group rides, cycling advocacy; social events, encouragement of new cyclists, social events and the dissemination of safety, skills and riding opportunities information.  We welcome adult cyclists and their families, road riders and mountain bikers, beginners, old pros, casual or ambitious, for congenial bicycling activities including picnics, parties and rides ranging from ten miles to multi-day tours on roads and rail-trails throughout the region.  We appreciate your support.  Please join us now !

SPRING PIZZA PARTY TIME

Mark your calendar for our President’s Pizza Party on Saturday, March 24 at 6:00 p.m. at Kelly and Gerry’s Morgantown home, 216 Lebanon Street.  Directions for out-of-towners: I-79 exit 152 to Westover Bridge, right lane uphill, crossing High Street and Deckers Creek bridge to Domino's Pizza, jog right then left onto Grand Street, go three blocks & turn right onto Maple Street, go six blocks and turn left up onto Lebanon Street.  Look for the porch light on the right.  The Club provides salad, pizza and dessert as well as mucho bike chat.

NEW AND CASUAL CYCLISTS

Bill Foster will be leading a series of easy rides from the I-79 Jane Lew exit 105 on Sunday afternoons in March.

This is an area with several great choices, some without any big hills and usually little traffic.  He is happy to go with the slowest cyclist, as it is often a chance to meet someone new (and he doesn’t need an excuse for not being first to the top of any hill we might decide to visit.)  Check it out on our schedule.  Call if you have questions.

We have only two rail-trail rides in this schedule, both 30 miles, which may be more than you want this early.  We tend to stay off the early spring weather softened rail-trails, but portions of these will be paved, so consider:

West Fork River rail-trail from Mary Lou Retton Park in Fairmont on March 17, and/or Mon River Trail south from the Wharf District in Morgantown on April 19, both led by Kelly Williams.  The March 17 ride will be followed by a late lunch at the Black Bear in Morgantown.

We will be inviting the local public to join our the April 7 ride from Clarksburg south to Jane Lew.  We will also offer a shorter option for beginners and casual cyclists.   

CONGRATULATIONS and best wishes to members Paul and Marilyn Moses, who were married January 19 in a private ceremony in Clarksburg.  Paul is the owner of Holy Moses Bicycles and Marilyn is manager of Body Works Tanning Salon, both in Clarksburg.
THE GREAT C&O-GAP TOUR
Can’t wait for summer?  Want to get through the mountains without having to climb them? Kelly Williams is working out the details for a towpath-rail-trail ride from Washington, D.C. to McKeesport, Pennsylvania.  The only mountain to cross is done on a railroad grade with a tunnel under the ridge top.  Here is the itinerary:

Friday, May 18    DC 60 miles to Harpers Ferry

Saturday, May 19     60 miles to Hancock, Maryland

Sunday, May 20      64 miles to Cumberland, all C&O

Monday, May 21    60 miles to Confluence, Pennsylvania

Tuesday, May 22  70 miles to McKeesport, Pennsylvania

Kelly needs to know if you are interested in order to plan for lodgings and shuttle. (304) 292-9821

Full details will be in the next newsletter, but it may be too late to get reservations, so don’t put it off. 

OFFICERS’ MEETINGS

Our three Club officers conduct most Club business except for actions taken at our annual business meeting in the fall.  Members are invited to submit ideas and proposals to any officer for consideration at our next meeting.  Officers meet about monthly, typically review-ing correspondence sent and received, membership and financial data, activities past and planned, and other items of interest or obligation.

     At our February 5 meeting several ongoing spring activities were discussed and sympathy cards were prepared respecting the passing of the fathers of Ken Parkington and Mike Breiding.  Complete minutes are filed on our archive site: groups.yahoo.com/sports/group/ CRCyclists.  You may get there using your own I.D. and password or “crcycler” and “archives”. 

DUES ARE DUE, DUDES    Members paid for 2007 have Bruce’s color photos with this newsletter, thank you. If you got a waiver (it’s a postage thing) instead, please return it with your 2007 dues.  We want you back

WELCOME BACK former members Lee and Martha Gustafson (Clarksburg) and Jenny Huey (Fairmont).
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