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R E L A T E D  T O  R A I L – T R A I L S

CLOSING THE GAP

The Allegheny Trail Alliance had two announcements in December: They received the 2006 Pacesetter Bicycle Travel Award from Adventure Cycling Association for their work in coordinating the efforts of seven groups in developing the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP); and, the final gap in that rail-trail route from Cumberland to McKeesport was opened at Cumberland on December 14, giving a through connection from Washington, DC on the C&O Canal Towpath to Cumberland and the Great Allegheny Passage from Cumberland to McKeesport. Efforts to connect to Pittsburgh continue.

It was also announced that the Big Savage Tunnel would be closed from December 15 to April 17 as a regular winter precaution to protect the tunnel from freeze damage.  Their website, atatrail.org also links to an interesting Denver Post article from last November titled “Pedaling Into the Past.”  Check it out.

The national Rails-to-Trails Conservancy is sponsoring a ride on the C&O-GAP June 23-30 for their annual Greenway Sojourn, details pending. 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE TRAILS WEBSITE

Bill Robinson, West Virginia’s new State Trails Coordinator has announced the establishment of a site within the DOT website for the state trails program at: wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_trails.htm which has an extensive listing of state trails, including rail-trails, and links to local and national organizations such as our Club.  He is hoping to develop and include a category of road cycling routes such as Bill Foster’s “Alternate US 50” cross-state route with advice from cyclists.

PRESTON RAIL-TRAILS

The Preston Rail-Trails Committee of Friends of Cheat continues to work to establish several rail-trails in Preston County as indicated on their brochure published last March.  At this time, the most active development is likely on the Kingwood to Tunnelton route, for which a FY2006 Rec.Trails Program grant was awarded last fall, and the southern 80% of the proposed Cheat River Rail-Trail, which will connect to Rowlesburg.

DON AND JEANETTE get award

Morgantown Friends of Cycling presented Don and Jeanette                  an award certificate as “2006 Friends of Cycling” for their volunteer work maintaining the Caperton Rail-Trail through the winter 2005-2006.  You may have seen them riding tandem with a broom or sweeping glass and picking up trash, or maybe you just appreciated how clean it looked.  They               are long-time members of our Club, ride leaders and hosts for club activities and active touring adventurers.  Dr. Don is a past Club road captain, recently retired from NIOSH in Morgantown.  Congratulations to both!

mon river trail north

Work on extending the finished surface northward from the Star City area to the PA state line is expected to be announced soon.  This is the project for which we contributed $150 last year.

MARION COUNTY RAIL-TRAILS

Dan Talbot, Marion County Parks & Recreation Director, says that the County is planning to pave its Pricketts Fort parking area for MCTrail and also hopes to pave the connector down to the Mon River Trail.  Also the north end of West Fork River Rail Trail was paved last year from the West Fork trestle through Monongah.  A project to extend paving past Worthington is planned.

Congratulations to new Head Commissioner of Marion County, Alan Parks, an experienced road cyclist from  “Gear Pushers” days.

allegheny highlands trail 

Karen Carper, founder and head of (Allegheny) Highlands Trail Foundation, says the Department of Highways completed work in Parsons last fall on the link through town between the AHT from Elkins and the extension to Hedricks, incorporating some on-road routing.  They decided to use the existing highway bridge instead of the railroad trestle over the Cheat. Extending development through the Blackwater Canyon to Thomas continues to be tied up by the unresolved proposal to use the right of way for logging.

THE  MOST  ACTIVE  CYCLING CLUB  IN  WEST  VIRGINIA

The Mountain State Wheelers Bicycle Club claims, on their web site, to be “the most active group of riders in W.Va.”  They don’t know about the Monongalia Bicycle Club cyclenuts, perhaps because they have no newsletter, no officers and no state charter.  What they have is a seriously singular cycling focus. In addition to regular rides from the County Courthouse in Morgantown every Sunday morning, they have a yahoo group (moderated by someone who hasn’t lived in West Virginia for years) where dozens of die-hard cyclists set up road and mountain bike rides for tomorrow, or at most next weekend.  With usually three to six rides per week, they probably average at least 20 cyclists a week out together for camaraderie, riding and post ride reflection.  The week after they helped swell our Appalachian Spring Spectacular to 110 in May, they had a group of 31.  Thanksgiving weekend as some road mt.bikes, nine did a Saturday road ride, 21 or 22 did a Sunday road ride.  Ten mountain.biked on Jan 7; and so it continues, weekdays, too.  Few are students or retired; most work for a living in their spare time?  Many are also Country Roads Cyclists.  


