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President KELLY’S YEAR IN REVIEW

      I would like to thank every one for their support through 2006. I had a great time as president - from working with Bill and Laurel planning rides and events - to all the great riding with you.  We had many good rides - and some well attended special events such as the Spring Spectacular, the Rowlesburg Festival Rides, and our September Century.  I also had a good time volunteering myself and a few club members to help with a Half-Ironman (we got T-shirts!). And our year included a pleasant tour on Maryland’s eastern shores.

      I would like to thank everyone that worked on the planning of the Spring Spectacular - Frank, Bill, Don, Dave, Nick, Jack, and anyone else I’ve forgotten. I believe Frank started our planning meetings in January - to make sure everything went as smooth as possible.  I still get a little thrill every time I ride past one of the directional arrows Frank and Jack spent so much time painting. (I know that sounds weird - it's just that I don't get out much.)  It is always fun to follow those arrows to Carmichaels and back - you know you are getting a good 56-mile bike ride in when you do that.

      I believe that the Rowlesburg “Rides” were also a success - we had a good turnout. This event was started and developed by Jim             .  I know Bill       also spent a lot of time and energy to plan and map the route as I had the pleasure of driving around with him scouting routes and mileages.  Ride day was somewhat exciting.  The weather was clear at the park in Rowlesburg, then it started to rain - and get colder - as we cycled south.  It got even wetter and colder for the group that went up Texas Mountain. My glasses fogged up completely in the rain and cold - I could barely see a few feet in front of me!  (There was also no view from the top; we were in the clouds.)   I thank Don, Tim and the others for keeping us together -and getting everyone back down to St. George. At the snack stop we seven that did Texas Mountain were too cold. Bill passed out plastic grocery bags to put under our jerseys and line our shoes. We may have looked funny - I think I had “Wonder Bread” over my feet - but this trick kept us warm, so I guess you can teach an old dog new tricks.

      We also had a successful Club Century, avoiding disaster when Aron from Barista’s in New Martinsville 

e-mailed me that a bridge had melted down on our traditional route. (How do you melt a bridge?  It turned out that a gasoline truck had flipped and poured gas under the bridge, which ignited and softened the steel!   I forwarded the e-mails to Bill, who was able to scout it out, confirm the bridge closed and offer a great alternate route - going from west of Clarksburg to route 20 to New Martinsville.  He was able to do a map at the last minute and, with excellent weather, all worked out well. Some people thought it was a bit more challenging (but just a little bit I'm sure).  I managed to get bonus miles at the start by getting lost in early fog, then I gave them back to the sag when my derailleur broke. Not only was Barista’s a great lunch stop, Aron was the man, installing a new derailleur so Bill could sag me back and set up the snack stop - where we all enjoyed “nutritious” Twinkies –and other healthy snacks.

      It was also exciting working at a water station for the Half-Ironman in Morgantown in June. (not a Club event, but I had gotten a call from Jay Redmon a few days before it - asking me to try to line up a few volunteers for a water station.)  I was able to get Mike, Nick and Sue to help. We created a line offering water, bananas, and HammerGel to the cyclists as they sped by.  We had to run with the cyclists to make handoffs – and ”Oops!”  often we missed, including the first cyclist through - who happened to be the winner from last year!  Oh well...
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      I also had a great time on our Club tour of eastern Maryland.  Jim and Sandy             did the planning - maps, hotels, etc. (I believe these were the maps used by the Club in 2000 when Al and Fern first organized this ride.) My wife Gerry and I joined Jim and Sandy, Don and Jeanette, Al and Fern, and Laurel on this six day cycling adventure. I have always loved the terrain of the eastern shores of Maryland - where Gerry and I biked when we lived in the Washington, DC area. The whole trip was like visiting an old friend we hadn’t seen since moving to West Virginia five years ago. We toured through Easton, Cambridge, Crisfield, Berlin, and Snow Hill. The Mansion House Bed and Breakfast that the Weavers discovered in Snow Hill was charming and well furnished - a century old Victorian home that we took over completely - all rooms occupied by us, plus the owners let Gerry and me have our own cottage right behind the main house, which I liked even more than the “mansion.”  It was a classic seafront cottage, something out of L.L. Bean. I was at first sorry that Gerry and I had to leave two days early - until I heard that the others got rained out the next day even as we were driving home quite dry and comfortable. 

      These are some of my recollections of major events our Club did this year. I look forward to repeating them, as well as the regular weekend rides that the Club has from March through October. These were also fun - several rides on the ATA trail, including the new section from Frostburg to Meyersdale; Park to Park from Pricketts Fort to Valley Falls State Park; and many others. So I look forward to the 2007 cycling season - and I hope to see every one out on bikes this year!    Kelly Williams.

